
2010 Driver’s Training 

Open Track Packet 

 
 

 

 

 
Welcome, you must love Driving!   

 

We all love to have thrilling experiences. You and your high-

performance vehicle now can. PIR is a 1.95 mile, 12 turn, 

internationally known Road Course. Portland International 

Raceway has continued to make great strides in safety 

improvements to create a safe environment to drive our favorite 

vehicles. 

 

For 20 years we put a premium safety by providing on site First 

Responder/Ambulance, Fire extinguishers at the turn stations and 

provide professional SCCA Turn Workers. This crew has 

National Award winning members. 

 

Driver conduct will be closely watched/monitored by Turn 

Workers and Track Stewards to ensure a safe venue for 

everyone.  We will have a group of Driving Instructors, please 

use them. They are volunteers and there is no additional charge. 

 

We all hope you have a great Day. Thank you for coming in 

advance. 

 

Douglas Buchner 

SAAC NW Track Steward 
email: doug@dougbuchner.com* 

Home: (503) 656-2181 

Cell:  (503) 407-7014 

Work: (503) 653-9080* * preferred contact methods 

 

Please take the time to read all of these requirements so you 

won't have any surprises on the track day. 

 

Enclosed in this track packet is a complete list of rules as well as 

general information to help you make the most of the event. 

 

Because of the nature of this event we DO have rules.  Some are 

set by the track itself (PIR is a city park) and some are set by our 

friends at the Insurance Company.  And of course we set a few 

ourselves just because of common sense.  We want make sure 

everyone has a safe and fun event. 

 

Please make note of the following important scheduling information: 

 

Gates open 7:00 

Tech session 7:00 – 9:00 

Novice Meeting 9:00 Mandatory for Novices 

Drivers must check in by 8:00 

Drivers meeting                           8:40 & 1:00 Mandatory for all drivers 

Track open 9:00 – 4:00 

Lunch 12:15 – 1:00 Group 5 – Shelby Marquee cars “rolling display” – Optional 

Track Day Ends          4:00 

 

Drivers please check in at the Registration table as soon as you 

get to the track.  Make sure you pre-register and bring your 

completed tech sheet with you.  The registrar must receive 

and stamp your Tech Sheet before you can go 

through Tech. 
 

Sessions are 15 minutes each and typically we will get 4 sessions 

in a day.  Towards the end of the day when the sessions thin out 

we may combine run groups to give everyone the most track time 

possible. 

 

You may be moved up or down from the Run group that you 

picked on your application, depending on your performance on 

the track as reported from the turn workers and track stewards. 

 

Keep in mind this is NOT A RACE.  This is Open 

Track/Driver’s Training, meaning this is a chance to improve our 

driving skills and to Safely and Legally use our cars and all of 

the performance stuff we love to add to them. 

 

If you are new (Novice) to Open Track events or PIR and would 

like some pointers let one of the Track Stewards know and we 

will find someone with track experience to ride with you or for 

you to ride with them.  Taking advantage of this is highly 

recommended, especially for first timers. 

 

Anyone wanting to learn more about our track days either before 

you are ready to run yourself or if you want to participate but for 

some reason your car is not ready yet we are always in need of 

help.  We need tech inspectors, and setup and teardown 

people on our track days.  This is a great chance to see different 

parts of the track that you will not see any other way and to learn 

more about how things are run.  These are all volunteer positions 

that must be filled.  Without these volunteers our track days 

would never happen.  Anyone wanting to help, contact your 

Track Stewards. 

  

As always, if you have any questions, feel free to contact your 

Track Stewards.  Email at doug@dougbuchner.com or 

Phone them.  You can find their numbers listed in the front 

of your SAAC NorthWest EXPRESS newsletter. 

 
See SAAC NorthWest on the web at:  www.SAACNW.org  Check back often for any possible updates. 

 

mailto:doug@dougbuchner.com
http://www.saacnw.org/


READ THESE RULES CAREFULLY AND COMPLETELY! 
 

 

GENERAL RULES OF THE DAY: 

 RULE # 1: This is NOT a race. If you're looking for a 
race, let us know and we’ll be glad to refer you such an 
event. 

 This event will run rain or shine. No refunds. 

 Sessions will be 15 minutes each. 

 No person may bring alcoholic beverages in to PIR nor 
May you consume them unless served by the track 
concessionaire.  Failure to follow these rules will result in 
immediate ejection from the track. (OLCC rules -not ours)  
NO PARTICIPANTS MAY DRINK ANY ALCOHOL 
UNTIL AFTER THEIR DAY IS DONE.  Fast Track 
Café is the only place to buy alcohol. 

 The driver meeting is mandatory for ALL 
participants.  If you cannot make the meeting, feel free to 
stick around and watch the rest of us.  A wristband will be 
issued at tech.  You must wear it on your wrist.  You will 
not be allowed on the track without one.  Expect to be 
checked.  

 Pre-registration is a must.  If for some reason you do not 
pre-register PLEASE make sure you arrive at the track 
with your application completed and with your cash.   
(NO Credit Cards will accepted.) 

 Cars must pass Tech inspection.  You are responsible 
for your cars’s safety and other drivers dependent. 
Please, arrive at Tech with your Tech form completed 
and stamped by the registrar.  Uncompleted forms or 
forms without a stamp will have to go back to the 
registrar’s table and move to the end of the Tech Line!  

 100 dB. Noise limit is in effect.  We are required to 
observe Portland ordinances.  We check!  We are 
monitored and have no discretion.  Please prepare 
accordingly.  Changes to exhaust system after tech only by 
track steward's approval.  

 Passing is allowed under controlled conditions and 
only as instructed during the drivers meeting.  You 
must complete your pass within the designated area.  If 
you cannot safely finish the pass within this area you must 
slow and let the other car back in front.  If you are given 
the passing flag please please stay on line and slow 
enough to let the other driver pass. Passing on the back 
straight only in groups 1 and 2.  If you want to drag race I 
am sure PIR would be glad to have you on their Friday or 
Saturday night drags. 

 No open wheeled cars.  Full bodied cars only.  

 Side windows must be in the down position when on the 
track.  This way if there is an accident the glass is kept 
inside the door. Sunroofs closed. 

 Please keep your hands and arms inside the windows 
when on the track.  The only exceptions to this is rule are 
putting your hand out the window to warn the car behind 
you that you are slowing to taking the pit exit or pointing 
out the window to let the car behind you know that you 
want them to pass or to acknowledge that you know they 
want to pass you. Wave-by required to pass. 

 Every participant must have containers to catch oil, brake 
fluid, coolant, or solvent, etc.  No fluids are to be spilled 
or left at the facilities.  SAAC-NW is responsible.  We 
could lose our events over any infractions.   

 Participants must be licensed drivers 18 years of age or 
older. 

 In those instances where a passenger is involved, they 
must meet the same apparel guidelines as the driver for the 
run group.  Except for instructors - no passengers in 
run group 3.  

 If you go off the track at any time you are required to 
carefully take your car back to the Hot Pits and do a walk 
around to make sure no damage or blockage was done to 
your steering, tires or suspension.  If you go off track 
(meaning – loss of control that causes 2 or more tires to 
leave the track) more than twice in one day you will be 
asked to sit out the rest of the day. Remember, you only 
paid for the asphalt; the grass is the Track Steward’s. 

 Any driver who displays any disregard of any rule or 
instruction from a track official will be immediately 
suspended from further participation in the day's 
events.  

 

CLOTHING REQUIREMENTS  

 Helmets are absolutely required.  A SNELL S2000 or 
newer certification date is required.  "M" -motorcycle 
helmets are allowed in Run Groups 2 and 3 only but if you 
decided to use a motorcycle helmet with a nylon lining a 
Nomex Head Sock is strongly recommended.  An "SA" 
rated helmet is required in Run Groups 1, NO 
EXCEPTIONS.  Please note that if you're planning on 
buying a new helmet, look for a SNELL 2005 
certification.   

 Long Sleeve Cotton/Wool Shirts (no synthetics) are 
required in ALL Run Groups.  

 Long Cotton/Wool Pants (no synthetics) are required in 
ALL Run Groups.  

 No shorts, or open shoes on the track or in the hot pits.  

Once you're off the track, do as you please. 
 

 



CAR REQUIREMENTS  
 

 YOU are responsible for having a safe, prepared, and 
mechanically sound vehicle. We have provided a checklist 
in this packet with specific items we'll be checking.  You 
must check these prior to your arrival at Tech.  Please be 
aware, there is no way we can check every aspect of your 
car and we assume no responsibility for any problems or 
defects. It is your responsibility to come prepared. 

 Car Numbers. All cars must be numbered for easy 
identification.  If you do not have a "permanent" number 
you will be assigned one.  Please indicate the number that 
is on the car on your application.  Numbers must be 
prominently displayed on both doors and must be 
at least 9" high and easily readable.  "Shoe polish" 
numbers are not allowed.  A contrasting colored 
electrical tape or contact paper is easily applied, readily 
visible, and should not harm your paint, if you wax the car 
first. 

 Seat belts and shoulder harnesses and related hardware 
must be in GOOD repair.  30 year old, sun rotted, frayed 
and brittle hardware should be replaced.  This is your first 
line of defense.  Check them out carefully.  

 No loose items in the car. This includes floor mats, 
unsecured spare tires, jacks, breakfast containers, radar 
detectors, etc.  

 Please note that we will be enforcing our rule of NO hand 
held cameras.  Video cameras need to be secured to a roll 
bar or some substantial surface.  

 NO timing equipment or two-way communication (cell 
phones, two-way radios, etc.) in the vehicles when on the 
track. 

 All glass lights (head, fog and driving) must be taped.  
This will help keep them together if broken while on the 
track. 

 

CONVERTIBLES  
 
 Convertibles must have a fixed roll bar for ALL Run 

Groups. 

 Cars with single hoop rollbars may not have a passenger 
in ANY run group.  

 Shelby Mustang convertibles with factory bars will be 
allowed in run group 3 or 4 only. 

 

SAAC-NORTHWEST SPECIFICALLY AWARDS THE TRACK STEWARDS THE RIGHT TO DENY 
ENTRANCE TO ANY CARS DEEMED UNSAFE IN THEIR OPINION.  THEIR DECISION IS FINAL. 
 

Safety Rules 
 

Requirements                                     
(NO EXCEPTIONS) 

Group 1 

Expert 

Group 1 

Advanced 
Group 2 

Intermediate 
Group 3 

Novice 

Group 4 

Shelby 

SNELL "SA", 00, or 2005 Helmet X X 
Recommended 

 'M' acceptable 
Recommended 

 'M' acceptable Optional 

Long Sleeve Shirt & Long Pants (Cotton or Wool) X X X X Recommended 

Gloves - non-perforated X X X X Recommended 

Seat Belts X X X X X 
Roll Bar for open cockpit vehicles.  Cars with single hoop 

roll bars can only have passengers in Group 4 only. X X X Recommended  Recommended  

On-board Fire Extinguishers or Fire Systems Strongly Recommended 
 

 

New Drivers to P.I.R.  Even experienced drivers may need instructor check-ride for approval in run groups 1 & 2. 



SAAC NW  OPEN TRACK APPLICATION (one per car, please fill out completely)  JULY 14, 2010 

Driver’s Name:  ___________________________________ 

Address:  ________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip:  ____________________________________ 

Phone  __________________________  Age  ___________ 

Email Address  ___________________________________  

Emergency Phone #  _______________________________ 

Do you have a valid license?   YES  /  NO 

License #  _______________________  State:  __________ 

Club affiliation?  SAAC NW    WA SAAC     NorCal SAAC    

              National SAAC        Other  _________________________ 

Is this your first open track with SAAC NW?   YES  /  NO 

List driving experience (SAAC NW driver training, schools, 
other - explain):  ___________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

Rate yourself as a SAFE driver (not your cars ability) in one of these 
run groups: (circle one) 

2
nd

 Driver’s Name:  _________________________________ 

Address:  ________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip:  ____________________________________ 

Phone  __________________________  Age  ___________ 

Email Address  ___________________________________  

Emergency Phone #  _______________________________ 

Do you have a valid license?   YES  /  NO 

License #  _______________________  State:  __________ 

Club affiliation?  SAAC NW    WA SAAC     NorCal SAAC    

             National SAAC        Other __________________________ 

Is this your first open track with SAAC NW?   YES  /  NO 

List driving experience (SAAC NW driver training, schools, 
other - explain):  ___________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

Rate yourself as a SAFE driver (not your cars ability) in one of these 

run groups: (circle one) 

Expert 
Group 1 

Advanced 
Group 1 

Intermediate 
Group 2 

Novice 
Group 3 

Expert 
Group 1 

Advanced 
Group 1 

Intermediate 
Group 2 

Novice 
Group 3 

   

Advanced - check here if willing to assist as an instructor. 

    

Event will be RUN..rain or shine. 

NO REFUNDS 

Car Make:  ________________________________ 

Model:  ___________________________________ 

Year:  _________  Color:  ____________________ 

Licence Plate #:  _______________  State:  _____ 

Modifications:  _____________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

Price for First Run Group     $175.00  

Discount if received before the event -$15 $___________ 
# of additional run groups  

(same car) ______ at $80.00 each $___________ 

Total amount sent =    $ _________ 

Your choice of Car Number: 

1
st

 _________  2
nd

 _________  3
rd

 _________ 

You will be grided according to your ability.  Your selection of a run group is for reference only and will not necessarily be the run group that 
you will be placed in.  Track Steward may move you up or down in run group depending on your performance in your run group as determined 
by the Turn Workers.   

I, the undersigned, certify that I agree to follow all instructions given by the officials.  I am responsible for my actions and the actions of my passenger/guests.  I 
understand that I will be held liable for any damage caused by my actions or by the actions of my passenger/guests. 

_________________________________________________________________         ___________________________ 
Signature of Driver Applicant              Date 

_________________________________________________________________         ___________________________ 
Signature of 2

nd
 Driver Applicant              Date 

Must be licensed driver 18 years of age or older. Cars must pass tech inspection. 100 dB limit for this event. 

   

SEND APPLICATION and PAYMENT TO:  SAAC NW, Linda Donahoo, 1680 NW Jennifer CT, McMinnville,OR 97128 
Make checks or Money Orders payable to SAAC NORTHWEST. Cash only day of event. 
 

A track pack will be mailed to you (available at event). Also available online on Track Day page - requires Adobe Reader (pdf file).  



BRING TO EVENT WITH YOUR INSPECTION COMPLETED 
Do not write in box, official use only 

Car Number  ___________ 
dB Reading  ___________ 

SAAC NORTHWEST DRIVER TRAINING TECH INSPECTION SHEET 
 

DRIVERõS NAME:  ______________________________________ DRIVERõS LICENSE #:  ________________________ EXPIRES:  ____________ 
 

License number of the car you will be driving on the track:  _______________________________ 
 

YEAR OF CAR: COLOR: MAKE: MODEL: 

Your                  Inspector's 
Inspection        Inspection     BODY & COCKPIT 
 

_______ _______ Car numbers in place 
_______ _______ Seat belts in good working order (Harnesses required in Group 1 and suggested 2 & 3) 
_______ _______ Seats well secured 
_______ _______ All loose items removed from interior and trunk (mats, cassettes, speakers, etc.) 
_______ _______ Latches in good condition (doors, hood, trunk) 
_______ _______ Helmet-- Snell 2000 or better approved (straps in good working order and no cracks or damage) 
_______ _______ Brake lights in working condition 
_______ _______ Glass lights (headlights, fog light, etc.) must be taped or covered 
_______ _______ Convertibles must have fixed roll bars (light bars and pop up roll bars only in Group 4) 
_______ _______ Wash & wax you car before the event.  That way if you spin, at least you wonõt be embarrassed by your carõs appearance. 

 TECHNICAL INSPECTOR'S INITIALS 

                                        ENGINE & DRIVETRAIN 
 

_______ _______ Over-flow bottle for radiator (no fluid leaks) 
_______ _______ Engine compartment clean and free of grease 

_______ _______ Battery properly secured (no rubber tie downs) 
_______ _______ All hoses (fuel & water) tightly clamped 
_______ _______ Drive belts (fan, power steering, etc.) Properly adjusted 
_______ _______ Exhaust system securely attached (100db max) 
_______ _______ Carbureted cars must have two throttle return springs - required 
 TECHNICAL INSPECTOR'S INITIALS 

                                        TIRES & SUSPENSION 
 

_______ _______ Tires in good condition and properly inflated 
_______ _______ Lugnuts present and tight.  No visible crack in wheels 
_______ _______ Wheel bearings properly adjusted 
_______ _______ Ball joints in good condition 
_______ _______ Steering in good repair with no excessive play 
_______ _______ Brakes correctly bled and adjusted (fresh fluid recommended or it may boil) 
_______ _______ Shocks in good working order 
 TECHNICAL INSPECTOR'S INITIALS 

 

FINAL TECH INSPECTORõS SIGNATURE  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Passing tech inspection in no way implies that SAAC NW or any of its members are responsible for you or your carõs condition.  
You, the undersigned, take full responsibility for any damage (to yourself, others, all property and the track) caused by your 
own actions or your carõs condition. 

__________________________________________________                                    _______________________________________ 
DRIVERõS SIGNATURE                        DATE 
__________________________________________________                                    _______________________________________ 
2nd DRIVERõS SIGNATURE                        DATE 

 

The TRACK STEWARDS reserves the right to disqualify or eject anyone. 
  



 

  



 



FLAG DEFINITIONS 
 
Please read through the flag definitions and learn their meaning. 

Keep an eye on the 7 turn stations around the track that will have flags to tell you the condition of the track ahead.  It is easy to 
get tunnel vision when you are on the track so be careful.  While it is good to keep a close watch on the track in front of you, the 
flags that the turn workers are holding will tell you of dangers you cannot see yet. 

 
 

  

YELLOW FLAG 

Yellow flags may be displayed at any turn station if a hazard exists. 

 
Yellow Stationary 
  Vehicle debris near track, proceed with caution, no passing allowed. 
 

Yellow Waving 
  On track hazard,slow down, no passing allowed. 

 

  

BLUE 
 

Safely move right, allow faster cars to pass on your left. 

 
 

  

BLACK 
 

You have a mechanical problem OR you have committed a driving infraction. Exit the track at the next opportunity and 
consult with the TRACK STEWARD. 

 

  

MEATBALL 
 

You have a mechanical problem. Exit the track at the next opportunity and consult with the TRACK STEWARD. 
 

 

  

RED 
 

Track is temporarily closed due to an extreme hazard. Safely slow down and pull over to the right side of the track and stop 
the vehicle. Wait for clearance from the turn workers to proceed. 

  

  

PURPLE with GREEN STRIPE 
 

When the chicane is open, the hazard is in the chicane itself. Detour the chicane using the main track and do not enter the 
chicane. This part of the track is temporarily closed. WATCH FOR SOMEONE COMING OUT OF THE CHICANE WHEN 
CROSSING THE EXIT. 

  

GREEN 
 

The track is open - GO. 

 

  

CHECKERED 
 

The session is over, exit track after your cool down lap. Wave to your turn workers. 
 

 

 



 


